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Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Medical  Officer  for  Child  Welfare  Centre — 
ELLIS  PEARSON,  f.r.c.s.  (Died  30/10/54). 


C.  J.  CAREY,  m.r.c.s. , l.r.c.p.  (lokd). 
(Temporary  Appointment)  (Acting)  (from  30/10/54). 


Sanitary  Inspector, 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods — 
A.  E.  T.  NETTING,  m.s.i.a. 
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To  the  Bideford  Borough  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Cox  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  herewith  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1954. 

The  contents  of  this  report  were  compiled  during  the  last" 
year  of  office  of  the  late  Dr.  Ellis  Pearson.  It  is  a great  honour 
that  my  signature  covers  the  work  of  such  a distinguished  man, 
who  worked  for  so  many  years  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  the 
Borough.  It  is  my  earnest  desire  that  I may  continue  to  uphold 
the  high  standard  set  by  him. 

I am  pleased  to  state  that  district  continues  to  hold  its  own 
as  a Health  Resort  as  will  be  seen  from  the  General  Statistics 
given  in  the  several  tables. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Cox  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 

C.  John  Carey. 


July,  1955 
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Annual  Report 

General  Statistics. 


Area  (Statute  Acres)  4,068 

Population  (1951)  Census  10,200 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population,  1954  10,300 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  3,521 

Rateable  Value  £735 16 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (approximate)  £294 

Vital  Statistics. 


-Legitimate — Males  71  Females  79  ^ 

Live  Births  ^ 159 

'"Illegitimate — Males  5 Females  4 ' 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  15.44 

Legitimate  Males  2 Females  5 
Still  Births  f p 7 

'-Illegitimate  Males  — Females  — ' 


Still  Births,  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  42.17 

Deaths — Males  70,  Females,  78  148 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  14.37 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ^ Other  Puerperal 

'•Causes  ! 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  (5  deaths)  31-45 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  31.45 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

Live  Births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  30 

Measles  (all  ages)  — 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  — 1 
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Legislation  in  Force 

Adoptive  Public  General  Acts 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  15th  June,  1893 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — 

Parts  2 (except  Sec.  29),  Parts  3,  4 and  6 
Parts  7 (except  Secs.  82,  84,  85  and  86) 

Parts  8,  9 and  Part  10  (except  Sec.  94)  April,  1909 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Part  2 (except  sec- 
tions 21  and  22) 1st  January,  1926 

Section  1 of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act, 

1933  applied  to  Sheep,  Ewes,  Wethers, 

Rams  and  Lambs  (as  regards  old  area)  1st  February,  1934 
Ditto  (as  regards  Borough  as  extended)  1st  July,  1935 


B yelaws 

With  respect  to  Markets  16th  February,  1882 

With  respect  to  the  Driving  of  Cattle  5th  March,  1888 

With  respect  to  the  Obstruction  of  Foot- 

passengers  8th  August,  1892 

For  the  navigation  of  the  River  Torridge 

within  the  Harbour  of  Bideford  4th  July,  1894 

With  respect  to  the  Lighting  of  Vehicles  1 1th  November,  1899 
With  respect  to  the  disturbance  of  persons 
assembled  in  public  buildings,  shooting- 
galleries,  round- a-bouts,  etc.,  street 

music  and  bad  language  25th  June,  1900 

Prohibiting  Spitting  in  Public  Places  31st  January,  1911 

With  repect  to  the  Victoria  Park  Pleasure 

Ground  18th  January,  1913 

With  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  10th  July,  1928 

and  1st  August,  1939 

With  respect  to  the  Management  of  the 

Public  Cemetery  (Repealed  in  Part) 18th  August,  1930 

and  1st  June,  1947 

Regulating  the  use  of  Motor  Boats  within 

the  Harbour  17th  August,  1931 

With  respect  to  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  15th  March,  1932 
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Relating  to  Violent  Behaviour  on  Elemen- 
tary School  Premises 

For  the  Regulation  of  Advertisements  

With  respect  to  the  Decent  Conduct  of 
Persons  using  Public  Sanitary  Con- 
veniences   '. 

With  respect  to  : — 

(1)  Nuisances  contrary  to  Public  Decency 

(2)  Deposit  of  litter  to  the  Detriment  of 

Public  Amenities 

(3)  Wireless,  Loudspeakers,  Gramophones, 

etc 

For  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and 
Cleanly  Conditions  and  Practices  in 
connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping 
and  delivery  of  food  

With  respect  to  the  Supply  of  Water 

Sale  of  Contraceptives  in  Slot  Machines 
Prohibiting  cycling  on  certain  footpaths 

With  respect  to  Victoria  Park 

With  repect  to  the  Fouling  of  Footpaths  by 
Dogs  

With  respect  to  Library,  Reading  Room 
and  Museum  

i , . . ......... 

With  respect  to  Cycling  on  the  Riverbank 

With  respect  to  Building  Byelaws 


1st  April,  1951 
3rd  December,  1939 

1st  April,  1937 


1st  February,  1937 

15th  November,  195) 

1st.  April,  1951 
18th,  January,  1950 
1st.  April,  1951 

1st  February,  1953 

15th  June,  1953 

18th  September,  1953 
9th  November,  1953 
31st  December,  1953 


TA 


v6 

Notifiabl: 


Total  Cases  Notified 


Disease 

Under 

1 

year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

and 

over 

Tota 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

i 

2 

9 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i3 

Pneumonia 

i 

2 

Measles 

I 

Whooping 

Cough 

2 

i 

3 

4 

4 

i 

i 

16 

7 


I. 

ISEASES 


Total  Deaths 


nder 

year 

1 and 
under  2 
years 

2 and 
under 

6 years 

5 and 
under 
16  years 

16  and 
under 
25  years 

25  and 
under 
45  years 

45  and 
under 
65  years 

65 

and 

over 

Total 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1953  AND  PREVIOUS  6 YEARS 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGE£l 


Tuberculois—  Respiratory. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm — Stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  1 ronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duedenum 

Congential  malformation 


Nett  deaths  at  the  sub: 

within! 


1 

and 

2 and 

5 

ar 

All 

Under 

under 

under 

unde 

Ages 

1 year 

2 years 

5 years 

15  yea 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

3 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 



. 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

. — 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 



_j 

— 

3 

J 

— 

3 

6 

7 

. 

4 

*7 

IO 

1 1 

4 

3 

19 

r4 

- 

3 

4 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

i 

1 

_ 

i 

2 

— . 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— . 

_ 

6 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— • 
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— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 
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— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

I 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

_ 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 
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— 
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— 

I 

1 

— 

1 

— 

70 

78 

2 

3 

1 

r DEATH  DOSING  1954 
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ed  ages  of  "Residents"  whether  occurring 
without  the  District. 


15  and 
under 
25  years 


M.  F. 


25  and 
under 
35  years 


M.  F. 


35  and 
under 
45  years 


M.  F. 


45  and 
under 

55  years 


M.  F 


55  and 
under 
65  year- 


M. 


F.  M. 

1 — - 


65  and 
under 
75  years 


75  and 
under 
85  years 


M. 


F. 


85  and 
under 
95  years 


M. 


95 

and 

over. 


— — 6 


14  14  23 
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TABLE  IV.— OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
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hH 


HH 

£ 


5 
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Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year. 
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Total 

Death 

under 

1 year 

H 

M 

- 

M 

- 

>0 

sq;uoui  zi  o;  6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

sq^uoux  6o;g 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

sq^uora  9 o*  g 

M 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

sqjnora  g japun 
put?  sqaaM  f 

l 

l 

M 

- 

I 

N 

sqaaM  f 
Japan  lu;ox 

1 

1 

1 

- 

N 

sqaaM  f o;  g 

I 

1 

1 

l 

I 

1 

s^oom  g o)  j 

1 

1 

i 

1 

l 

1 

sqaaM  3 0;  \ 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

jjasAi  1 Japafi 

1 

- 

1 

l 

M 

i N 

Causes  of  Death 

Pneumonia 

Other  defined  and 

ill-defined  diseases 

Acute  Leukaemia 

Whooping  Cough 

Congential  Malformation 

Totals  — 

It 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


To  His  Worship  The  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BIDEFORD  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Th  ird  Annual  Report 
on  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  area. 

Meat  again  took  up  a large  proportion  of  time,  but  when  reference 
is  made  to  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption which  otherwise  might  have  been  consumed  to  the  detriment 
of  the  consumer,  it  will  be  seen  that  a very  great  public  service  was 
provided. 

It  was  found  necessary  in  one  instance,  as  the  result  of  failure 
to  comply  with  a Statutory  Notice  under  section  93,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  to  institute  Courtaction.  The  Magistrates  found  a nuisance 
proved  and  made  an  Order  for  Abatement,  with  costs,  amounting  to  £5. 

The  fact  that  other  routine  duties  such  as  the  inspection  and 
supervision  of  catering  premises  and  foodshops  and  the  routine  in- 
spection of  dwelling  houses  was  not  receiving  adequate  attention 
continued  to  give  me  much  concern.  This  together  with  the  increase 
of  work  associated  with  the  pressure  need  for  dealing  with  Slum  Clear- 
ance resulted  in  further  consideration  being  given  by  the  Council  to  the 
appointment  of  an  Additional  Qualified  Sanitary  Inspector.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  applications  to  fill  this  new  post  were  being  invited . 

It  was  very  much  regretted  that  consequent  upon  this  new  appoint- 
ment, it  was  thought  necessary  to  dispense  with  the  services  to  this 
department  of  the  lay  assistant,  Mr.  Daniel.  This  officer  was  of 
immense  value  to  me  in  many  ways  and  could  still  have  performed  a 
very  useful  service  to  the  betterment  of  the  public  health  service  to 
the  Town. 

It  is  with  very  real  regret  that  I have  to  record  the  passing  away 
during  the  year  of  Dr.  Ellis  Pearson  who  had  been  for  many  years 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Borough.  I had  had  the  pleasure 
of  working  with  him  only  since  1952,  but  in  that  period,  I had  learned 
to  value  highly  his  ready  advice  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 
His  interest  in  the  work  and  health  welfare  of  the  Borough  was 
maintained  almost  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
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Details  of  Inspections 

Dwellings  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  66 

Revisits  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  118 

Miscellaneous  under  Public  Health  Acts  139 

Dwellings  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  5 

Revisits  under  Housing  Acts  8 

Miscellaneous  under  Housing  Acts  13 

Overcrowding  1 

New  Drainage  work  42 

Defective  Drainage  54 

Factories  10 

Factories — Revisits  3 

Refuse  Tip  1 

Rodent  Control  22 

Insect  Pests  14 

Insect  Pests — Revisits  .,  4 

Infectious  Diseases  4 

Petroleum  12 

Petroleum — Revisits  17 

Meat  Inspection  568 

Fried  Fish  Shop  „ 2 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises  74 

Do.  Revisits  5 

Water  Samples  109 

Council  Houses  (including  investigation  of  Council  House 

applications)  132 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act  5 

Do.  Revisits  1 

Shops  Act  65 

Shops  Act — Revisits 4 

Piggeries  4 

Cattle  Market  1 

Smoke  Nuisance  9 

Do.  Revisits  1 

Marine  Store  7 

Market  1 

Caravans  and  Temporary  Dwellings  1 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  4° 

Do.  completed  40 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Act  — 
Do.  completed  1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Housing  Act  — 

Do.  completed  — 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  11, 

Housing  Act,  1936  — 
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Notices  under  Clean  Food  byelaws 4iil  2 

completed  2 

Number  of  Houses  Demolished  — 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owner  — 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  of  part  of  a building  under 

Housing  Act,  1936  1 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Factory  and  Workshops 

Act  2 


The  chief  defects  that  have  been  dealt  with  are  : 

Electric  fittings  renewed  18 

Roofs  of  Dwelling  Houses  repaired 16 

Eaves,  Guttering  and  Down  Pipes  repaired  16 

Poorly  lighted  kitchen  1 

Poorly  lighted  staircase  1 

Defective  Windows  repaired 20 

Doors  repaired  19 

Locks  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Floors  repaired  2 

New  W.C.  pans  fitted  9 

Defective  W.Cs.  repaired  6 

Defective  Flushing  Cisterns  repaired  17 

Drains  cleared 13 

Fire  Grates  repaired 13 

Chinmeys  repaired  3 

Cookers  repaired  7 

Smoke  nuisance  abhted  1 

Defective  water  pipes  repaired  16 

Defective  water  tanks  repaired  9 

Exterior  plastering  repaired  3 

Interior  plastering  repaired 7 

Ceilings  repaired  3 

Stairs  repaired  I 

Garden  fences  repaired  4 

Garden  paths  repaired  5 

Garden  fences  repaired  4 

Garden  paths  repaired  5 

Re-decoration  of  rooms  20 

Waste  water  pipes  repaired 2 

Accumulations  cleared  6 

Miscellaneous 17 


S-  14 

HOUSING 

Number  of  New  Houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  : 


(1)  By  the  Town  Council  40 

(2)  By  Private  Enterprise 21 
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The  forty  Council  Houses  were  sited  as  follows  : — 

Sixteen  Houses  at  Pynes  Lane 
Eleven  Houses  at  Stucley  Road 
Eight  Houses  at  High  View 
Five  Houses  at  Burton  Road 

The  number  of  new  Council  houses  completed  during  the  year, 
although  very  slightly  less  than  during  the  previous  year,  showed 
steady  progress  in  the  provision  of  additional  housing  accommodation 
in  the  Borough. 

That  this  accommodation  was  very  much  needed  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  during  the  same  period  65  new  applicants  were  entered 
on  the  Council’s  register  making  a total  then  of  315. 

This  figure  included  149  applications  from  many  parts  of  the 
Country  from  people  desiring  to  return  to  their  home  town  or  seeking 
to  settle  here  for  health  and  other  reasons.  It  also  included  families 
who  already  had  a house  or  separate  accommodation  of  their  own 
which  was  considered  inadequate  to  their  needs  or  of  a type  which  was 
below  present  day  standards  of  accommodation.  Allowing  for  these 
facts,  there  still  remained  some  50  family  units  who  had  no  separate 
accommodation  of  their  own. 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Infection. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  notified  during 


the  year 

Scarlet  Fever  13 

Measles  1 

Tuberculosis  8 

Whooping  Cough  16 

Pneumonia 


2 


< 1 

15 


Eleven  patients  were  removed  for  treatment  at  the  North- 
Devo.i  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  for  : — 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 

Verminous  conditions  

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Part  I.  of  the  Act. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  w'hich  Sec- 

tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

5i 

10 

2 

_ . . 

27 

_ . 



18 

8 

4 

3 


1 6 


ft.  Difoti  Found, 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (Section  1) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (Section  2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(Section  3)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (Section 

4)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(Section  6)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  — Insufficient  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Conveniences  — 

(Section  7) — unsuitable  or 

defective  ...... 

2 

Nil 

MM** 

Not  separate 

for  sexes  

Nil 

Nil 

...... 

Nil 

Other  Offences  

Nil 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

TOTAL  

2 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act.  OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  no 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature  of 
Work. 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 
iio(i)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
Premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing 
Apparel — 
Making,  &c 

208 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

RAINFALL 


The  Borough  Surveyor  kindly  supplied  the  following  particu- 
lars of  the  rainfall  recorded  at  Gammaton  and  Jennetts  for  the 
year  1954. 

Gammaton  Jennetts 

January  — . — 1.98  2.54 

February  ......  — — 4.07  4.29 

March  .....  ±.  3-43  3-oi 

April  — 0.37  0.46 

May  — - 2.59  2.46 

June  ..  3.22  2.60 

July  ...  375  3-64 

August  3.17  3.16 

September  4.02  4.49 

October  4.82  4.72 

November  7.89  7.92 

December  2.80  3.53 

42.11  42.82 


Inches 


Inches 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  town  is  obtained  from  two  sources, 
namely  Jennetts  Reservoir  and  Gammaton  Reservoir.  In  1950,  to 
augtnent  the  supply  from  Jennetts,  a pumping  station  Was  installed 
at  Edge  Mill  to  pump  water  from  the  Yeo-Duntz  stream  into  the 
Jenhetts  Reservoir.  This  supply  should  now  be  sufficient  to  obviate 
any  curtailment  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  even  duting  a long 
dry  period. 

Seventy-nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  points 
on  the  Jennetts  supply  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Exeter  for  Bacteriological  Examination.  Twenty-nine  of  these 
latter  samples  fell  below  the  standard,  and  the  other  fifty  samples 
were  Class  1 of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  classification  for  piped  supplies . 

Thirty-nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  at  various  points  on 
the  Gammaton  supply  and  sent  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 
Three  of  these  latter  samples  fell  below  the  standard  and  thirty- 
six  samples  were  Class  I of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  classification  for 
piped  supplies. 

Where  samples  fell  below  the  standard,  the  causes  were  in- 
vestigated and  remedial  action  taken. 

INSECT  PEST. 

The  surface  of  refuse  tips  was  treated  with  “Tip  Dressing”,  to 
prevent  the  breeding  of  flies  and  other  insects. 

Wasps  and  Hornets,  two  houses  in  the  area  and  two  properties 
belonging  to  the  Council  were  successfully  treated  during  the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year,  the  annual  testing  of  sewers  was  carried  out. 
It  was  found  that  the  sewers  were  for  the  most  part  free  from  infest- 
ation. A maintenance  treatment  was  undertaken  with  satisfactory 
results. 

The  Refuse  Tip  was  frequently  treated  by  pre-baiting  and  poisoned 
baits  to  exterminate  rats,  and  this  was  generally  successful. 

A scheme  was  adopted  early  in  the  year  (approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Pest  Division)  whereby  a systematic 
inspection  of  the  area  was  commenced  and  all  premises  found  to  be 
infested  treated,  the  work  being  undertaken  by  Mr.  Daniel  of  this 
department.  All  domestic  premises  were  treated  free  of  charge  and. 
business  premises  were  dealt  with  and  the  cost  recovered. 

This  scheme  has  worked  satisfactorily. 


456  Dwelling  Houses  and  ioi  Business  Premises  were  investigated 
for  Rats  and  io  Dwelling  houses  for  Mice  by  the  Rodent  Operator. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  on  8 Dwelling  houses  and  three  othei 
premises  including  i Business  Premises  for  Rats. 

i Dwelling  House  was  treated  for  Mice. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Public  Abattoir. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  continued  to  operate  the  Council’s  Public 
Abattoir  until  the  end  of  June  when  meat  rationing  came  to  an  end. 
At  this  period  butchers  were  permitted  to  resume  their  previous 
practice  of  buying  their  own  livestock  and  slaughtering  according  to 
their  need.  In  this  area,  the  butchers  appeared  to  support  a new 
company  known  as  The  North  Devon  Meat  Marketing  Society  Ltd, 
which  was  formed  to  conduct  the  business  of  wholesale  slaughterers, 
receiving  livestock  direct  from  its  farmer/members  and  also  from  the 
Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation.  This  Society  leased  the  Abattoir 
from  the  Council  and  have  since  catered  for  the  requirements  of  the 
butchers  in  the  area  previously  supplied  under  rationing  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  viz.  Bideford  Borough,  Bideford  Rural  District,  Northam 
Urban  District,  Great  Torrington  Borough  and  Torrington  Rural 
District.  Meat  is  also  supplied  over  a much  wider  area  including 
Ilfracombe,  Barnstaple,  Okehampton,  Exeter  and  London. 

Provision  is  also  made  by  the  Society  to  slaughter  the  livestock 
of  individual  butchers  as  required. 

During  the  year  16,314  animals  were  slaughtered  and  dressed  at 
the  Public  Abattoir,  and  of  these  54  bullocks,  95  calves,  643  sheep  and 
155  pigs  were  sent  to  the  Abattoir  for  emergency  slaughter. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  brought  to  the  Abattoir  the 
' dressed”  carcases  of  6 calves,  452  sheep  and  9 pigs. 

These  " dressed”  carcases  were  of  animals  that  had  been  slaughtered 
and  ‘‘dressed”  at  farms,  as  the  animals,  because  of  injury  or  some  other 
emer  gency,  had  been  unable  to  travel  to  the  abattoir. 

This  is  a considerable  increase  on  the  previous  years  throughput. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  diseases  and  conditions  commonly  found  in 
animals  slaughtered  for  food,  cysticercus  bovis  continued  to  appear 
in  cattle  and  89  cases  were  found.  In  all  instances,  the  parts  found 
with  visible  cysts  were  condemned,  and  the  carcases  sent  away  for 
refrigeration  for  the  requisite  period  before  being  released  for  human 
consumption. 
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STUNNING.  In  compliance  with  section  I of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act.  1933,  all  animals  that  are  killed  in  the  slaughterhouse  are  rendered 
insensible  to  pain  by  means  of  a mechanically  operated  instrument. 

The  following  Tables  give  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 

Table  A.  Gives  details  of  the  animals  killed  and  the  number  of  car- 
cases or  organs  condemned,  also  showing  percentages 
of  the  carcases  affected,  differentiating  between 

1 —  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

2 —  Tuberculosis  only. 

Table  B.  Gives  the  weight  of  the  Meat  and  Offal  condemned  and 
the  causes  of  condemnation. 

Table  X.  Shows  the  amount  of  “Other  Foodstuffs”  condemned 
and  the  reasons  for  condemnation. 

TABLE  A. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

The  following  Table  is  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

La  mbs 

Pigs 

dumber  of  Animalskilled 

1794 

476 

1086 

7102 

5856 

Number  brought  in 
dressed 

— 

— 

6 

425 

9 

Number  inspected  ' 

1794 

476 

1092 

7554 

5865- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

6 

17 

77 

158 

41 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned  . — , 

1307 

318 

12 

1639 

389 

Percentage  of  the  num-; 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

73  i9 

- 72-38 

8.15 

23.79 

7- 23 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

12 

8 

1 

— 

2 7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

108 

70 

1 

— 

238 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  

6.69 

j 16.39 

1.83 

— 

4 52 

' 


Table  b.  summary  of  food  condemnath 


Food  Stuffs  Condemned 

Cause  of  Condemnation 

Whole 

Carcase 

Beef  

Tuberculosis  

I 

20 

Beef  Parts  

do.  

— 1 

Beef  Offal 

do.  

— 1 

Beef  

Other  causes  

23  I 

Beef  parts 

do.  

Beef  Offal 

do 

— 1 

Veal  

Tuberculosis  

1 

Veal  Offal 

do.  

— 1 

Veal  

Other  causes  

77  : 

Veal  Parts  

do.  

Veal  Offal 

do.  

— 1 

Pork 

Tuberculosis  

2 7 

Pork  Parts  

do 

— 1 

Pork  Offal  

do.  

— I 

Pork 

Other  causes  

41 

Pork  Parts  

do.  

— 1 

Pork  Offal  

do.  

— | 

Mutton  

Fevered  

I 42  ^ 

Do 

Septicaemia  

i 27  | 

Do 

Oedema  

18 

Do 

Emaciation 

13 

Do 

Dropsy  

!3  ! 

Do 

Ill  Bled  

9 I 

Do 

Moribund  

8 I 

Do 

Injuries  

7 1 

Do.  

Do 

— I 

Do 

Pyaemia  

6 

Do 

Enteritis  

4 ! 

Do 

Do 

— I 

Do 

Peritonitis 

4 

Do 

Black  Udder  

3 

Do 

Toxaemia  

2 

Do.  

Nephritis  

1 

Do 

Pneumonia  

! I 

Do.  

Pleurisy  

— 1 

Do 

Arthritis  

— I 

Do 

Abscess  

— 

Do 

Urinous  Odour 

— 

Do.  

Carcinoma 

— 

Do 

Erysipelas  

Mutton  Offal  

Distoma  Hepaticum 

Cysts  and  Congestion 

. 

TABLE  C.  OTHER  FOOD  STUFFS 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

The  registration  of  producers  and  producer/retailers  has  continued 
to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
and  how  many  of  these  are  retailing  in  the  Borough  is  not  now  known- 
It  is  most  unsatisfactory  if  information  that  a producer  is  retailing 
milk  in  the  area  comes  to  light  either  as  a result  of  emergency  or  if 
actually  seen  delivering. 

The  last  recorded  figure  of  this  type  of  purveyor  was  7.  Number 
of  Retail  Purveyors  7. 

Of  the  above  retailers  one  is  a large  dairy  who  are  licensed  by 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  to  pasteurise  milk  which  is  sold  by 
them  both  wholesale  and  retail. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1949  to  1954. 

The  Milk  Depot  in  the  Town  have  a dealers  licence  authorising 
the  use  of  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  for  bottling  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 
This  milk  is  obtained  from  farms  where  Tuberculin  Tested  herds  are 
kept. 

Four  distributors  are  licensed  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  Milk 
and  two,  including  one  wholesaler  who  is  licensed  by  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  to  pasteurise  milk,  hold  licences  authorising  the 
term  “Pasteurised  Milk’’  in  relation  to  milk  sold  by  them. 

The  Depot  has  a licence  for  the  use  of  the  special  designation 
“Pasteurised”  in  relation  to  milk  treated  by  the  Pasteurising  process. 

The  “Holder”  Method  is  employed  for  Pasteurisation. 


Petroleum  Licenses. 

41  Petroleum  storage  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Fire  Escapes. 

Two  certificates  as  to  adequacy  of  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of 
Fire  were  issued  in  respect  to  two  Factory  Premises  under  Section  34 
Factories  Act,  1937. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  E.  T.  Netting 


/ 


